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Failure of liftgate blamed
on negligent maintenance

$2,850,000 Settlement

Decedent was in his sec-
ond career at the time of the
subject workplace accident,
having retired from a civil
service job as a naval archi-
tect. In his new job as a con-
struction site supervisor at
the Hampton Veteran's Ad-
ministration Hospital, he
was asked by a door supplier
to “spot” a 2,500 pound load
of doors being delivered by a
truck via a hydraulic lift-
gate.

The suit alleged that the
liftgate was negligently
maintained in that it had
been allowed to sag below ac-
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cepted specifications. In ad-
dition, the plaintiff alleged
that the delivery company
employed liftgate equipment
which was too small and had
an inadequate lifting capac-
ity. As a result, the load
slipped off and crushed the
decedent.

The defendants asserted

contributory negligence/as-
sumption of the risk and
brought a third-party claim
against the manufacturer of
the load’s pallet. Retired
Judge Robert L. Harris was
instrumental in resolving the
matter even after initial me-
diation efforts failed.
[09-T-125]

Ifores Allege: Deot

Name of Case: T. M., Administrator of the Estate of W. M,
Decoased v. A0., LG, R. H, PT. Compony and M. Corp

Court: Nmeport Hows Grooll Cour

Case No.: (106-11871-01
Name of Judge: Charles P Tench
Verdict or Settlement: Settlemen!

Special Damages: $4,840 funerol & approximately $1,100,000
economic loss,lossof earnings service, efc. per economiss report

Amount: 52,850,000
Dete: June 24, 2009

Experts: Dr. Ed Cross, economist, Norfolk; Frank Burg, CSP, sofety and
(SHA regulations, Woodstock, IL; Steve Farlow and Dr. Charles Manning,
Roligh, N.C. engineer e it -
Plaintiff’s Attorney: Jeffrey F. Brooke, Virginia Beoch

Reprinted with permission from Virginia Lawyers Media, 707 East Main Street, Suite 1750, Rickmand, VA 23219, (800) 456-5297 © 2008 $VAME




